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InformationNewcomer

Bloomington Water Utilities
(812) 349-3930

East Monroe Water Corp.
(812) 335-8499

Southern Monroe Water Auth.
(812) 824-7220

Duke Energy
(800) 521-2232

Hoosier Energy
(812) 876-2021

AT&T
(812) 337-0000

Comcast
(800) 934-6489

Windstream Communications
(812) 339-3680

Post Offices

Courthouse

Utilities

US Post Office
206 E. 4th St.
Bloomington, IN
(812) 331-4547

US Post Office
3210 E. 10th St.
Bloomington, IN
(812) 331-4553

US Post Office
4888 S. Rogers St.
Clear Creek, IN
(812) 824-2896

US Post Office
104 N. Sale St.
Ellettsville, IN
(812) 876-5435

US Post Office
7390 S. Strain Ridge Rd.
Smithville, IN
(812) 824-6010

US Post Office
9048 W. State Rd. 45
Bloomington, IN
(812) 825-2230

Monroe County Courthouse
301 N. College Ave.

Bloomington, IN

(812) 349-2615

Bloomington Fire 
300 E. 4th St.
Bloomington, IN
(812) 332-9763
 
Ellettsville Fire 
5080 W. State Rd. 46
Bloomington, IN
(812) 876-4819

Perry-Clear Creek Fire 
9094 S. Strain Ridge Rd.
Bloomington, IN
(812) 824-6077 

Van Buren Fire 
2130 S. Kirby Rd.
Bloomington, IN
(812) 825-9600

Police Fire
Bloomington Police
220 E. 3rd St.
Bloomington, IN
(812) 339-4477

Bloomington Police
2135 N. Fee Ln.
Bloomington, IN
(812) 332-4411

Ellettsville Police 
300 W. Temperance St.
Ellettsville, IN
(812) 876-2272

Indiana State Police
1500 N. Packing House Rd.
Bloomington, IN
(812) 332-4411

Monroe County Jail
301 N. College Ave.
Bloomington, IN
(812) 349-2768

Monroe County Sheriff   -  301 N. College Ave.

Bloomington, IN  -  (812) 349-2534
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Health & Hospitals

Dial 911for Emergencies
Bloomington Meadows Hospital

3600 N. Prow Rd.

Bloomington, IN

(812) 331-8000

IU Health Bloomington Hospital

601 W. 2nd St.

Bloomington, IN

(812) 353-5252

Monroe Hospital

4011 S. Monroe Medical Park Blvd.

Bloomington, IN

(812) 825-1111

Monroe County

Health Department

119 W. 7th St.

Bloomington, IN

(812) 349-2543
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Local School Districts

Colleges & Universities

• Current Immunization Record & Birth Certificate • Name & Address Of Last School Attended
• Last Report Card & Any Scores Obtained From Standardized Tests

When Registering Your Children For School, Please Remember To Bring:

Indiana Cosmetology Academy
3612 W. 3rd St.

Bloomington, IN
(812) 332-7370

Indiana University 
107 S. Indiana Ave.
Bloomington, IN
(812) 855-4848

Ivy Tech Community College
200 Daniels Way
Bloomington, IN
(812) 332-1559

315 E. North Dr.

Bloomington, IN

(812) 330-7700
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Monroe County

AMC Showplace 12

2929 W. 3rd St.

Bloomington, IN

(812) 323-0884

Bloomington 

Playwright's Project

107 W. 9th St.

Bloomington, IN

(812) 334-1188

Bloomington Speedway

5185 S. Fairfax Rd.

Bloomington, IN

(812) 824-7400

Bryan Park Pool

1020 S. Woodlawn Ave.

Bloomington, IN

(812) 349-3780

Butler Winery

6200 E. Robinson Rd.

Bloomington, IN 

(812) 332-6660

Cascades Golf Course

3550 N. Kinser Pike

Bloomington, IN

(812) 349-3764

Classic Bowling Lanes

1421 N. Willis Dr.

Bloomington, IN

 (812) 332-6689

Grunwald Gallery Of Art

1201 E. 7th St.

Bloomington, IN

(812) 855-8490

Karst Farm Park

2450 E. Endright Rd.

Bloomington, IN

(812) 349-2126

Lazerlite

4505 E. 3rd St.

Bloomington, IN

(812) 337-0456

Lotus World Music 

& Arts Festival

103 N. College Ave.

Bloomington, IN

(812) 336-6599

Monroe County Fairgrounds

5700 W. Airport Rd.

Bloomington, IN

(812) 825-7439

Monroe County History Center

202 E. 6th St.

Bloomington, IN

(812) 332-2517

Rawhide Ranch

1292 State Rd. 135 S.

Nashville, IN

(888) 947-2624

Rhino's All Age Music Club

331 S. Walnut St.

Bloomington, IN

(812) 333-3430

Taylors' Par 3 Golf Course

4975 N. State Rd. 
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Bloomington, IN

(812) 330-8611

Wonderlab Science Museum

308 W. 4th St.

Bloomington, IN

(812) 337-1337

Wylie House Museum

307 E. 2nd St.

Bloomington, IN

(812) 855-6224

Yogi Bear’s Jellystone Park

9392 S. Strain Ridge Rd.

Bloomington, IN

(812) 824-3322

.....and more!



State SymbolsState Symbols

IndianaIndiana

Peony

Yellow Poplar (Tulip Tree)

Cardinal

The State of Indiana has about 6.3 million residents, is ranked 15th in
population and 17th in population density, and is ranked 38th in land area. 
It is also the 19th U.S. state by date, and is located in the Midwest. Indiana 
is a diverse state with a few large urban areas and a number of smaller
industrial cities. It is known nationally for its professional sports teams, the
Indianapolis Colts, the NBA Indiana Pacers and for the Indianapolis 500 motorsports race, and for a 
strong basketball tradition. Residents of Indiana are called Hoosiers. Although many stories are told, 
the origin of the term is unknown. The state's name means "Land of the Indians", or simply "Indian 
Land". The name dates back to at least 1800, when Indiana Territory was created, at which time the 
territory was unceded Indian land.
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1826 Monroe Co. History
   Monroe County was created by an Act of the Indiana General Assembly in 1818; its present county boundaries 
were established by 1836.  Bloomington first became a settlement about 1816, when President James Monroe 
selected the site for a seminary. Some of the area’s many positive qualities included its location on an established 
trading route, an abundance of available spring water and good drainage.  In 1820, the state confirmed Blooming-
ton as the site of Indiana Seminary, which later became Indiana University.
   When the City of Bloomington was officially established in 1818, on what was once a wheat field, a public 
square was laid out with 276 feet on each side and streets 82 ½ feet wide.  Lots were sold at public auction and by 
the following January, 30 families had taken up residence and established stores, taverns and industries.  The first 
courthouse, built of logs, was constructed immediately and by 1821, a county library was established next door.  
The original town stretched four blocks east and west of the square and two blocks north and south.  The town 
was crude, rough and muddy for years, but its early designation as the site of Indian Seminary endowed an 
academic character that has ever since distinguished Bloomington from other Indiana county seats.
   By 1823, a population of about 500 lived in log and frame houses scattered around the square.  A school and 
several religious congregations met regularly. Indiana Seminary opened with 12 students and one teacher in 1825.  
By 1829 it had become a “college,” and a second building had been added.  By 1848 the College was a 
“University” with 50 students, the new two-story courthouse and most of the 350 houses in town were brick, a 
stage coach line provided connections to Indianapolis and Louisville and several new industries were producing 
goods for local consumption.
   In 1854, the New Albany and Salem railroad pushed its tracks through Bloomington, opening the town to the 
outside world and sparking local industrial growth.  Hotels were established near the depot and the commercial 
district took on a more serious and stable appearance.  Austin Seward’s smithy expanded into a foundry for the 
production of cast-iron fences, urns, benches, grills and more.  Seward also made and donated cannon and 
bombshells for the Union army during the Civil War.  Many Seward iron fences can still be seen in Bloomington 
today.
   Charles C. Showers, cabinetmaker and preacher, arrived in Bloomington in 1856 with his wife and three sons.  
First setting up shop on the east side of the square, the family relocated their growing business to the corner of 
Grant and Ninth in the 1860’s.  In 1868, the three brothers took over the Showers Company and eventually 
expanded into a major industrial complex that covered seven acres.  Remaining in the Showers family through 
several generations, the furniture company finally succumbed to the competitive pressures of the postwar 
industrial growth and cheaper labor of the south, selling the South Rogers Street plant in 1940 and completely 
shutting down by 1955.
   The Covenanters, a group of Scotch-Irish Presbyterians from South Carolina, had settled just outside Blooming-
ton by 1821.  Believing that slavery was a moral evil, the Covenanters acted on their principles and during the 
Civil War provided a way station for escaped slaves traveling north on the Underground Railroad.  In the 
Covenanter Cemetery, some of Bloomington’s earliest uses of limestone and stone carving can still be seen.  A 
wall, constructed of fieldstone without mortar, surrounds the plot and gravestones are simply carved in traditional 
styles and motifs.  Later in the century, stonecarvers applied their imaginations and skills to the creation of 
gravestones in more complex and artistic designs.
   During the last quarter of the nineteenth century, Bloomington’s appearance underwent many changes.  The city 
was incorporated in 1866, local banks were established and by 1879, the square was illuminated by 29 street 
lamps.  The first electric lights glowed from the courthouse roof in 1886.  Two disastrous fires in the 1880’s, 
confirmed the city’s pattern of development, begun in the 1850’s, when the first railroad lines were laid.  A fire in 
the Showers Company’s east side plant led to its move to Morton Street, and the destruction by fire of the old 
college buildings on South College Avenue prompted the university’s move in 1884, to a new campus in Dunn’s 
Woods.  These developments established the east side of town as an academic and residential neighborhood and 
the west side as the sector for industrial growth.  Despite these changes, the Indiana University Daily Student 
scorned Bloomington in 1886, as “an earthy frontier courthouse town” where cows and chickens wandered loose 
and ox teams still plodded the muddy streets.  Nevertheless, during these years the city’s enterprising economic 
leaders quietly laid a firm economic foundation on which Bloomington would continue to build.
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Can You Afford?House
 How much you can afford is determined by a relatively simple formula. Lenders generally figure that no more 

than 28 percent of your income should be for total housing costs. In addition, they require that your total monthly 

debt be less than 36 percent of your income. (Note: These are general numbers. Other loan programs may allow 

higher percentages.)

    For example, if you make $48,000 a year, divided by 12 months, your monthly income is $4,000. (Remember, 

that’s $48,000 in gross pay, before federal and state taxes are removed.) Twenty-eight percent of $4,000 is $1,120. 

That is the most you can make in a monthly mortgage, taxes, and insurance payments.

   Generally, to qualify, the self-employed buyer must have been self-employed in the same line of work for at least 

24 months before applying for a loan. Lenders use your net income, the figure at the bottom of schedule C of your 

federal income tax form, to decide how large a mortgage you can carry. But they don’t look at what you earn now 

or what you made last year. Rather lenders figure the monthly average of your income over the past 24 months. 

Also, overtime pay & bonuses sometimes may not be figured into your average income.

 Don’t forget that points, closing costs & other out-of-the-pocket expenses probably will come out to about 

one percent of the mortgage amount.

How much
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Packing Strategies
Supplies:

Packing for efficiency:

-

-

Preparing to move:
A strategy for packing:
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