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InformationNewcomer
Columbia Co. Sheriff

(608) 742-4166

Suak Co. Sheriff

(608) 356-4895

Baraboo Police 

(608) 355-2720

Dane Police

(608) 850-7225

DeForest Police

(608) 846-6756

Fall River Police

(920) 484-3707

Pardeeville Police

(608) 742-4166

Plain Police 

(608) 546-2034

Portage Police

(608) 742-2174

Poynette Police 

(608) 635-2588

Randolph Police 

(920) 326-4620

Reedsburg Police 

(608) 524-2376

Rio Police 

(920) 992-5454

Sauk Prairie Police 

(608) 643-2427

Spring Green Police 

(608) 588-2125

Wisconsin State 

Patrol

(608) 846-8500

Arlington Fire

(608) 635-4717

Baraboo Fire 

(608) 355-2710

Columbus Fire

(920) 623-5914

Lake Delton Fire 

(608) 254-8404

Merrimac Fire 

(608) 493-2722

North Freedom Fire

(608) 522-4570

Pardeeville Fire 

(608) 429-2282

Portage Fire 

(608) 742-2172

Poynette-Dekorra Fire

(608) 635-4466

Reedsburg Fire 

(608) 524-3174

Rio Fire 

(920) 992-5655

Rock Springs Fire

(608) 522-5900

Sauk City Fire 

(608) 643-8282

Spring Green Fire 

(608) 588-2030

Police Fire

Baraboo Water Department
(608) 355-2740

Columbus Water & Light 
(920) 623-5912

Sauk City Water Department
(608) 643-8336

Prairie Du Sac Utility Service
(608) 643-2421

Arizona Public Services
(928) 425-4451

Southwest Gas Corp.
(928) 425-8191

AT&T
(608) 356-9051 

US Cellular
(608) 745-4771

Verizon
(608) 566-1812

Post Offices

Courthouse

Utilities

US Post Office
215 W. Conant St.
Portage, WI
(608) 742-5012

US Post Office
215 N. Walnut St.
Reedsburg, WI
(608) 524-2211

US Post Office
303 Broadway St.
Baraboo, WI
(608) 356-1253

US Post Office
102 W. Walnut St.
North Freedom, WI
(608) 522-3622

US Post Office
103 Lincoln Ave.
Rio, WI
(920) 992-5311

US Post Office
205 Main St.
Arlington, WI
(608) 635-2288

Columbia County Courthouse
400 De Witt St. - Portage, WI

(608) 742-9654

Sauk County Courthouse
515 Oak St. - Baraboo, WI

(608) 355-3287
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Health & Hospitals

Dial 911for Emergencies

Columbia County Health Department
2652 Murphy Rd.

Portage, WI

(608) 742-9227

Sauk County Health Department
505 Broadway St.

Baraboo, WI

(608) 355-3290

Columbus Community Hospital
1515 Park Ave.
Columbus, WI

(920) 623-2200

Divine Savior Hospital
2817 New Pinery Rd.

Portage, WI
(608) 742-4131

Reedsburg Area Medical Center
2000 N. Dewey Ave.

Reedsburg, WI
(608) 524-6487

Sauk Prairie Hospital
260 26th St.

Prairie du Sac, WI
(608) 643-3311

St. Clare Hospital Health Services
707 14th St.
Baraboo, WI

(608) 356-1400
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Local School Districts

Colleges & Universities
Madison Area Technical College

300 Alexander Ave.

Reedsburg, WI

(608) 524-7800

University of Wisconsin

1006 Connie Rd.

Baraboo, WI

(608) 356-8351

Baraboo School District
(608) 355-3950

Cambria-Friesland 
School District 
(920) 348-5548

Columbus School District 
(920) 623-5950

DeForest Area 
School District
(608) 842-6500

Fall River School District 
(920) 484-3333

Hillsboro School District
(608) 489-2221

Ithaca School District 
(608) 585-2512

Lodi School District
(608) 592-3851

Markesan School District 
(920) 398-2373

Pardeeville Area 
School District 
(608) 429-2153

Portage Community
School District
(608) 742-4879

Poynette School District
(608) 635-4347

Randolph School District
(920) 326-2427

Reedsburg School District
(608) 524-2401

Rio Community
School District 
(920) 992-3141

River Valley School District
(608) 588-2551

Sauk Prairie School District 
(608) 643-5990

Weston School District
(608) 986-2151

Wisconsin Dells 
School District
(608) 254-7769

Wonewoc-Union Center
School District
(608) 464-3165
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Columbia & Sauk

American Players Theatre
5950 Golf Course Rd.
Spring Green, WI
(608) 588-7401

Bluegreen Odyssey Dells
1701 Wisconsin Dells Pkwy. N.
Lake Delton, WI
(608) 253-2015

Cascade Mountain  
W10441 Cascade Mountain Rd.
Portage, WI
(608) 742-5588

Circus World Museum
550 Water St.
Baraboo, WI
(608) 356-8341

Columbus Antique
Mall & Museum
239 Whitney St.
Columbus, WI
(920) 623-1992

Dells of the Wisconsin River  
10th Ave.
Wisconsin Dells, WI 
(888) 936-7463 

Delton Grand Resort & Spa
670 E. Lake Ave.
Lake Delton, WI
(608) 253-6049

Devil's Lake State Park  
S5975 Park Rd.
Baraboo, WI
(608) 356-8301

Gibraltar Rock State
Natural Area  
Gibraltar Rock Rd.
Lodi, WI
(608) 266-0394

H. H. Bennett Studio  
215 Broadway
Wisconsin Dells, WI
(608) 253-3523

Historic Indian Agency House  
1490 Agency House Rd.
Portage, WI
(608) 742-6362

Ho-Chunk Casino
S3214 U.S. Highway 12
Baraboo, WI
(608) 356-6210

Hooker's Resort
County Road V
Poynette, WI
(608) 635-7867

House on the Rock Tours   
5754 Wisconsin 23
Spring Green, WI
(608) 935-3639

Kalahari Resorts  
1305 Kalahari Dr.
Baraboo, WI
(608) 254-5466

Lake Delton Water Sports
255 Wisconsin Dells Pkwy. 
Lake Delton, WI
(608) 254-8702

Lodi Ag Fair
700 Fair St.
Lodi, WI
(608) 592-4499

Mirror Lake State Park
Fern Dell Rd.
Baraboo, WI
(608) 254-3333

Mr. Marvel's Wondertorium  
817 Broadway
Wisconsin Dells, WI
(608) 402-3322

Museum at the Portage  
804 MacFarlane Rd.
Portage, WI
(608) 742-6682

Parfrey's Glen State
Natural Area  
1377 County Rd. DL
Merrimac, WI
(608) 266-2621

Portage Theatres
322 W. Wisconsin St.
Portage, WI
(608) 742-6900

Poynette Museum
116 N. Main St.
Poynette, WI
(608) 635-9849

Ringling Theatre
136 4th Ave.
Baraboo, WI
(608) 356-8864

Rio Lanes
211 Lincoln Ave.
Rio, WI
(920) 992-5225

Taliesin Tours
Route 23
Spring Green, WI
(608) 588-7900

Thunderbird Lanes
1117 8th St.
Baraboo, WI
(608) 356-9111

Tower Hill State Park
5808 County Road C
Spring Green, WI
(608) 588-2116

Willow Mill Campsite
N5830 County Hwy. SS
Rio, WI
(800) 582-0393

.....and so much more!
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A Bit of History...

   Columbia County was created in 1846 from Portage County. The County Seat is Portage. The County 
was named in honor of Christopher Columbus. It appears to indicate that the name was taken from 
Columbia River. It was probably given because of the town of Columbus, which was first established 
as Columbus precinct in 1842, and was the first county seat of Columbia County.
  Portage emerged at this place because of its unique position along the one and a half mile strip of 
marshy floodplain between the Fox and Wisconsin Rivers. By the end of the 17th century, the 
Fox-Wisconsin waterway, linked at The Portage, served as the major fur trade thoroughfare between 
Green Bay and Prairie du Chien. It was not until the 1780s and 1790s that traders built their posts and 
warehouses at each end of The Portage. In the early 19th century Portage was primarily populated by 
Métis. In 1828, the federal government recognized 
the strategic economic importance of The Portage 
and built Fort Winnebago at the Fox River end. 
After 15 years of controversy, Winnebago 
settlement (now Portage) won the county seat in 
1851. The community incorporated as Portage City 
in 1854.
  
   In the years 1840 through 1860, Sauk County 
was in a pioneering phase. The population 
increased from a few hundred residents to almost 
19,000 during that 20-year time frame. Principal 
activities included wheat farming and the raising of 
hops. The 1860’s and 1870’s saw another 
economic boom stimulated by the expansion of 
railroads through the County. Villages and cities 
were chartered and the number of farms in the 
county peaked at 3,886. By the turn of the century, 
the county population had exceeded 33,000 and the 
production of dairy products and row crops 
became more predominant in agriculture.

 The 30th state to be admitted into the Union,  Wisconsin is named after 
a native american word "Ouisconsin," which means either "grassy place," or 
"gathering of the waters.", and the state motto is "Forward." 

-  S t a t e  F a c t s  -  

The Badger State

W i s c o n s i n

Population: 5,556,506

Capital: Madison

State Flower:Wood violet

State Tree: Sugar maple

State Bird: Robin

Highest Point: Timms Hill - 1,951 ft  

Area: 65,498 sq mi

Largest City: Milwaukee

Entered the Union: May 29, 1848 (30th)

Top Industries: Manufacturing, Agriculture, Mining, & ShippingState Song: “On, Wisconsin!”

State Insect: Honey Bee

 The first known European explorer to come the the Wisconsin area was the French 

Voyageur Jean Nicolet in 1634, who was given the task of finding a water route to Asia, or 

“The Northwest Passage.” Later, French trappers settled in the area as part of the fur trade, 

until the British began takeover of the area once the French and Indian War ended in 1763.

 

 Wisconsin has more than 8,000 lakes and 77,000 farms. Over half of those farms are 

dedicated to the production of milk, cheese, and other dairy products, earning the state the 

title of “America’s Dairyland.”
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Baraboo
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Portage
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Can You Afford?House
 How much you can afford is determined by a relatively simple formula. Lenders generally figure that no more 

than 28 percent of your income should be for total housing costs. In addition, they require that your total monthly 

debt be less than 36 percent of your income. (Note: These are general numbers. Other loan programs may allow 

higher percentages.)

    For example, if you make $48,000 a year, divided by 12 months, your monthly income is $4,000. (Remember, 

that’s $48,000 in gross pay, before federal and state taxes are removed.) Twenty-eight percent of $4,000 is $1,120. 

That is the most you can make in a monthly mortgage, taxes, and insurance payments.

   Generally, to qualify, the self-employed buyer must have been self-employed in the same line of work for at least 

24 months before applying for a loan. Lenders use your net income, the figure at the bottom of schedule C of your 

federal income tax form, to decide how large a mortgage you can carry. But they don’t look at what you earn now 

or what you made last year. Rather lenders figure the monthly average of your income over the past 24 months. 

Also, overtime pay & bonuses sometimes may not be figured into your average income.

 Don’t forget that points, closing costs & other out-of-the-pocket expenses probably will come out to about 

one percent of the mortgage amount.

How much
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Packing Strategies
Supplies:

Packing for efficiency:

-

-

Preparing to move:
A strategy for packing:

2726
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